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58. THE MINA TRADE. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 29 AUGUST
1536'-
Count and friend. I the king send you greetings as one whom
I dearly love. Whereas certain questions have been raised in my
exchequer on the part of the contractors of the island of Sa
Thomee in regard to the auctioning of the price of the six
hundred head of slaves, which the said contractors had to give
for the trade of Mina, my pleasure is that you order the auction
of the said price to be postponed until the fifteenth day of the
month of September next, although by condition it ought to be
held at the end of this month of August, so that during this
time the said questions may be settled, Manuel da Costa made
this, in Evora, on 29 August 1536.
John
The king
To the count of Castanheira, about the auction of the price of
the slaves, which the contractors of the island of Sa Tomee have
to give for the trade of Mina, and I command it to be postponed
until September 15, although it ought to be held at the end of
this month.
[On the reverse] By the king. John.
To dom Amtonyo d'Atayde, count of Castanheira, chancellor
of the royal exchequer.
[In another hand] That this auction is to be adjusted, on the
last day of August
59- GOLD HIDDEN IN MlNA. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 26
SEPTEMBER 15362.
Count and friend. I the king send you greetings as one whom
I dearly love. I have seen the letter which you wrote to me, in
which you say that Afonso d'Alboquerque told you that two or
three men, who are in that city, were aware that in Mina eigh-
teen or twenty thousand cruzados or pesos of gold were buried
in a certain place, and that, upon an agreement being made with
them, with which they were satisfied, they then stated the place
1 Ford, pp. 266-7. Translated.           3 Ford, pp. 275-6. Translated.